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Re v. Henry De Bolster 


The question that | am asked at least 
once avery day is, ‘How are things going 
at Redeemer College?”’ | think it is a mar- 
velous question because it shows the in- 
terest, the concern, as well as the enthu- 
siasm of the people for our College. | am 
extramely grateful that | am able to re- 
spond to that question: ‘‘Things are going 
very well at Redeemer College!" 

We have already one semester behind 
us. In this second semester the work con- 
tinues uninterrupted. Just as we began our 
first semester with 97 full-time students, 
so we started our second semester with 
97 full-time students. The number of part- 
time students has increased. We had 30 
part-time students the first semester and 
that number jumped to 38 for our second 
semester. 

How come that things are going so well 
at Redeemer College? There is only one 
answer, and we gratefully acknowledge 


daily that it is the Lord, our God, who 
blesses us. Itis His work we may do at Re- 
deemer. As | have said before, so | say 
now: ‘The Lord has done great things 
among us, and He continues to do so. In 
that dependence we go on from day to 
day. To Him we bring our thanks, and to 
Him be all the praise." 

Planning is a key word at our College. A 
committee is working on a five-year plan. 
We, of course, would like to know as well 
as we possibly can what our College will 
look like next year, the year after that and 
yes, what will it look like five years from 
now? What programs do we hope to have 
in place? These questions are very impor- 
tant because we want to implement that 
planin our program for next year. We want 
to be very careful in our expansion, but at 
the same time, we want to do whatever 
we can for the students we have and for 
the students who have given an indication 
that they are coming to Redeemer College 
next fall. 

Our first applications are coming in 


already, and we hope'and pray that many: 


will choose Christian higher education. 
The temptation to go to public education, 
particularly Grade 13, seems to be great 
for many a student. However, may | re- 
mind you that most of the students who 
continue their studies in Grade 13 are 
usually lost for Christian higher education! 
May | ask you to use all the means that 
God gives in order to be prepared to be of 
service unto Himin this world? 
| ask you to continue your regular sup- 
port. We count on you, not the least on 
your prayers. Will you make it a habit to 
pray for us at least once a week? | would 
like to thank you very much for your love, 
your care, and your support. 
Rev. H.A. De Bolster, 
President 


The Dean’s List 


The Dean's List: Front Row fief te nghi: Maran Kapteyn, Pam Ores, Wine Brus, uvoy De Jong, 
Teresa Louth, Syivia De Sruyns. Back Aow jieff to night: Aick Van Holst, John Moordibal, Harry 
Zantingh, Calin Vander Plotg, fandy Verner, Ken Faber, Mick Vreugdenhil, Jim Berry. 
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THE REDEEMER COLLEGE NEWSLETTER 


Redeemer College 

Information 
Nights 

Redeemer College has scheduled a series of information evenings for poten- 
tial Redeemer College students and their parents. No less than 18 meetings 
have been scheduled across the province and those students and their parents, 
who are going onto any form of post-secondary education are invited to join us 
at the meeting. There is no obligation, of course. 

Regardless of whether a studantis a Grade 12 Christian High School or Pub- 
lic High Schoo! graduate, a Grade 13 graduate, a mature student or whether 
a student is inclined to continue their studies either at a Christian College, a 
public university or a community college, all students and their parents are in- 
vited to join us so that they can get a complete picture of what Redeemer Col- 
lage has to offer. The decision that young men and women will make with re- 
gard to their post-secondary education is one of the most significant decisions 
of theirlives. Itis imperative, therefore, that students and their parents become 
as familiar as possible with the various options available. All the meetings start 
at 8:00 in the various locations and they will continue for approximately 1% - 2 
hours. Arend Kersten will conduct the information seminars. ; 

Listed below are the locations and the dates of each of the meetings. 


Feb, 1 — First Christian Reformed Church, Chatham 
Feb. 2 — Second Christian Reformed Church, Sarnia 
Feb. 3 — Bethel Christian Reformed Church, London 
Feb, 15 — Christian Reformed Church, Clinton 
Feb. 16 — Maranatha Christian Reformed Church, St. Catharines 
Feb. 22 — Christian Reformed Church, Drayton . 
Feb. 23 — Guelph Christian Reformed Church, Guelph 
Feb. 24 — Redeemer College, Hamilton ; 
Mar. 1 — Rehoboth Christian Reformed Church, Toronto 
Mar. 2 — First Christian Reformed Church, Barrie 
Mar. 3 — Rehoboth Christian Reformed Church, Bowmanville 
Mar. 8 — Trenton Christian Reformed Church, Tranton 
Mar. 9 — Christian Reformed Church, Kingston 
Mar. 10 — Christian Reformed Church, Brockville 
Mar. 14. — Christian Reformed Church, Williamsburg 
Mar..15 — Christian Reformed Church, Montreal 
Mar. 16 — Calvin Christian Reformed Church, Ottawa 
Mar. 17 — Christian Reformed Church, Renfrew 


We also want to underscore the fact that even if you are not a student or a 
parent of a student considering post-secondary education, but you simply 
want ta know more about Redeemer College and its program, then you are 
most cordially invited to join us. What better opportunity to get answers to 
your questions and concerns then to join us at these meetings. We look for- 
ward to seeing you then. 


Students who obtain a 9.00 or better average (on a scale of 1.00 to 12.00) 
earn the right to be included on the Dean's List. 

To be included on the Dean's List means recognition of outstanding aca- 
demic achievement. At the end of the first term, the results showed that no 
less than 14 students (out of 97) earned the right to be included on the Dean's 
List. We want to congratulate each and every one of them.. 

The 14 students and their hometown listed below in alphabetical order are: 

Jim Berry Sarnia 
Wilma Brus Listowel 
Sylvia De Bruyne Union 
Judith De Jong Wellandport 
Pamela Drost London 
Ken Faber Strathroy 
Marian Kapteyn Hamilton 
Teresa Luth Dresden 
John Noordhof Strathroy 
Colin Vander Ploeg Woodstock 
Richard Van Holst Hamilton 
Randy Vermeer Grimsby 
Nick Vreugdenhil Chatham 
Harry Zantingh Hamilton 


Justin Cooper is the Acting Dean at Redeemer College and those who have 
earned the right to be included on the Dean's List are commonly referred to as 
“Cooper's Kids"’ oncampus. 
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Front Row: 

Wilma Vander Schaaf (Secretary - Student Affairs Office), Jeannette De Boer (Secretary - General 
Office), Drs, Harry Van Dyke (Professor of History), Gerzinus Hoekstra (Part-time Choir Director), Dr. 
Harry Van Belle (Student Affairs Director, Professor of Psychology), Justin Cooper (Acting Dean, Pro- 
fessor of Political Science), Dr. Theodore Plantinga (Professor of Philosophy; Registrar), Douglas 
Loney (Part-time English Instructor), Rev. Henry R. DeBolster (President of the College), Hugh Cook 
(Professor of English, Chairman of the Faculty), Dr. John Bolt (Professor of Religion and Theology), Dr. 
Jitse Vander Meer (Professor of Chemistry and Biology), Peter Bulthuis (Part-time Geography Instruc- 
tor), Peter Hoogendam (Custodian), Ben Stegeman (Assistant Development Director), Susan Vander 
Vaart (Housing Co-ordinator and School Nurse), Ted Vellenga (Lab Assistant - Biology and Chemistry). 


Second Row: 

Pauline Morbrook (Brantford), Susan Neutel (Baltimore), Renee Bos (Strathroy), Matty Duiker (Holy-- 
rood), Tammy Boer (Niagara-on-the-Lake), Rita Vander Schaaf (Jarvis), Jeanne Kloet (Simcoe), Sylvia 
Keasmaat (Hamilton), Elna Groot-Nibbelink (Bloomfield), Marlene De Boer (Brantford), Rose Lip 
(Grimsby), Angie Aukema (Shelbourne), Vicky Dykstra (Jarvis), Sylvia De Bruyne (Union), Rita Vander 
Velde (Dorchester), Anita Dreise (Chatham), Catherine Mellema (Forest), Judy De Jong (Wellandport), 
Irene Sikma (Norwich), Marjorie Bylsma (St. Catharines). 


Third Row: 

Prisca Geisterfer (Hamilton), Teresa Luth (Dresden), Grace Bruinius (Chatham), Anita Van Belle (Ken- 
dal), Anita Miedema (Jarvis), Diane Gitz (Burlington), Evelyn Hogeterp (Centreville, Nova Scotia), 
Wynne Kroontje (Sarnia), Sharon Herrewynen (Burlington), Annette Vander Ploeg (Renfrew), Barb 
Soepboer (Burlington), Roberta Van Huizen (Beamsville), Pam Drost (London), Marian Ka pteyn (Hamil- 
ton), Henrietta Vander Molen (Jarvis), Wendy Ritskes (Hamilton), Wilma Brus (Listowel), Sue Van 
Arragon (Hamilton), Wilma Beintema (Cambridge), Annette Oosterhof (North Augusta), Marlene Luth 
(Dresden). 
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Fourth Row: 

Rick Van Holst (Hamilton), Paul Den Bok (Burlington), Claude Leest (Beeton), Casper Van Gurp (Bel- 
mont), George Reitsma (Ingersoll), Steve Talsma (Harley), Bruce Bos (Oshawa), John Noordhot 
(Strathroy), Willard Vander Ploeg (Shallow Lake), Wayne Roorda (Clinton), Jim De Vries (Dresden), 
Don Stelpstra (Burlington), Henry Van Til (Blenheim), John Luth (Burgessville), Gary Tamming (Strath- 
roy), Les Vuyk (Hamilton), Art Brouwer (Chatham), Al Vermeer (Grimsby), Telford Matthew (Dominica, 
Carribean), Rob Duiker (Guelph). 


Fifth Row: 

Art Vander Stelt (Brantford), Jim Berry (Sarnia), Harry Zantingh (Hamilton), Chris Lieverdink (Leth- 
bridge, Alberta), Colin Vander Ploeg (Woodstock), Gerard Kuntz (Rexdale), John Aukema (Chatham), 
Paul De Groot (Sarnia), Dave De Jong (Jordan Station), Ken Guetter (Fenwick), Ken Faber (Strathroy), 
Randy Vermeer (Grimsby), Nick Vreugdenhil (Chatham), John Vanden Ende (Strathroy), Paul Vander 
Kooy (Toronto), Ray Sikkema (Hamilton), Tim Fisher (Chatham), Harvey Vander Meer (Angus), Peter 
Van Egmond (Mississauga), Ken Bergsma (St. Catharines), Walter Vander Wert (Brockville), Tony Boer 
(Wyoming). 


Not Pictured: 

Arend Kersten (Development Director), Dick L. Kranendonk (Business Director), Daniel Savage 
(Librarian), Or, Wytse Van Dijk (Professor of Physics and Mathematics), Margit Alders (Part-time French 
Instructor), Mary Ann Masters (Part-time Mathematics Instructor), 


Conny Bakker (St. Catharines), Rod Berg (Chatham), Leanne Buhiman (Hamilton), Arlene De Boer 
(Clifford), John Den Bok (Burlington), Peter Hoytema (Hamilton), Leona Huizinga (Sarnia), Keith Lewis 
(Dominica, Carribean), Paul Minnesma (Pittsburg, U.S.A.), Peggy Nienhuis (Hamilton), Theresa Rien- 
stra (Oshawa), Barb Schenk (Wyoming), William Schenk (Wyoming), lrene Stronks (Burlington), Curtis 
Tuininga (Jarvis), William Wiersma (Hamilton), Irene Voordenhout (Waterdown), John Vroom (Kleinburg). 


A Reformed Christian College, 467 Beach Boulevard, Hamilton, ONL8H 6W8; (416) 549-8024 





Prof. John Bolt 


| The Imitation of Christ 


Bolt Eams Ph.D 


Dr, T. Plantings 

Christian thinkers do not all agree on 
whether believers are expected to imitate 
Christ in their daily lives. Some theologians 
make much of Christ as our model, while 
others emphasize his unique calling and 
office, and, therefore, base their ethical 
teachings on Biblical materials other than 


| 


the life of Christ, such as the ten command- | 


ments and the injunctions in the gospels 
and epistles. 

Reformed thinkers have generally 
avoided the “imitation of Christ" approach 
to Christian ethics and have instead made 


) much of universal norms ultimately root- 


ed in creation. In certain circles such an 
approach led to excesses, or sometimes to 
a cultural optimism or triumphalism in 
which the humility displayed by Jesus in 
his work on earth was not much in evi- 
dence. Such imbalance has even been 
attributed to Abraham Kuyper himself, to 
say nothing of his spiritual descendants in 
| The Netherlands and North America. 


The Problem of Evil 


Many people are fascinated by manifes- 
tations of evil, such as pornography and 
violence. We often say that we should 
avert our eyes from evil in every form, but 
are there perhaps some manifestations of 
evil, such as certain types of suffering, 
from which we may not turn away? In 
other words, could it be that the sight of 
evil and the depiction of evil sometimes 
has apositive effectonus? 

These are some of the questions ad- 
dressed by Prof. Theodore Plantinga, who 
teaches philosophy at Redeemer College, 
in his latest book, which is entitled Lean- 
ing to Live with Evil (published by G.R. 
Welch of Burlington, Ontario, and William 
B. Eerdmans of Grand Rapids, Michigan). 
The book addresses these questions in 
chapters entitled ‘Pornography and Vio- 
lence,"" “Suffering and Sympathy.” 
“Conflict and Spectacle,"’ and “Imagina- 
tion and Depiction."’ Plantinga writes: 
“Just as there are common blessings 
(common grace) which God showers onall 
mankind indiscriminately in order to make 
his plan of redemption possible, there is 
‘common judgment’ resting on the whole 
human race and on nature as well. This is 
@ point we need to bear in mind in daily life. 
When multiple sclerosis strikes my neigh- 
bour and not me, | have no right to con- 
clude that he is a greater sinner than | 
am. Allthe same, | cannot escape the con- 
clusion that human sin and guilt have 


| something to do with his disease and 


suffering’ (pp. 92-3). 

The philosophical context for probing 
these questions is the age-old problem of 
evil. Plantinga explores four classic views 
of evil that have arisen in and around the 
Christian tradition, devoting a chapter to 
each: “Evil as Ultimate: Manichaeism," 


| “Evil as Necessary: Hegel and Schleier- 


This area of inquiry in Christian ethics | 


has been addressed by Prof. John Bolt, 
who teaches religion and theology at Re- 
deemer College. Focusing on the work of 
Herman Bavinck, who is perhaps the 
greatest Calvinist theologian since Calvin 
himself, Bolt has written a study entitled 
The Imitation of Christ in the Cultural: 
Ethical ideal of Herman Bavinck, which he 
recently submitted to St. Michael's Col- 
lege of the University of Toronto and de- 
fended successfully as his dissertation for 
the Ph.D degree. 

Like Bavinck himself, Bolt holds out fora 
comprehensive Calvinism in which 
excesses are carefully avoided. Christian 
ethics, in his view, must indeed be rooted 
in the created order, but there is also place 
for the notion of the believer as a pilgrim 
or Sojourner who follows the example of 
obedience and self-denial set by Christ. 
Just as Bavinck sought to correct a certain 
one-sidedness in Kuyper, Bolt pleads for a 
genuine cultivation of piety on the part of 
Calvinists intent on doing justice to the 
cultural mandate in all areas of God’s King- 


dom. 


Prof. Bolt comes to Redeemer after 


| teaching theology at Calvin College in 


‘| Religion. 


Grand Rapids, Michigan. Earlier in his 
career he served as pastor of the Chris- 
tian Reformed Churches in Kelowna and 


Penticton, B.C, He writes regularly for 
various Christian periodicals and is one of | 


the contributing editors of Christian Re- 
newal. He is already becoming known in 
eastern Canada for his balanced, Trini- 
tarian approach to theology and to the 


meaning of the Reformed world-and-life | 


view. 

Prof. Bolt teaches a two-term course in 
Introduction to Scripture, whichis open to 
first-year students. One section of this 
course meets in the evening and draws a 
number of part-time students from the 


| community. He also teaches a course in 


Reformation theology, using as his text- 
book Calvin's institutes of the Christfa 





_ macher,’’ ‘Evil as Non-Being: The Platan- 
ist Tradition,’ and “Evil as Alienation 


from God: Augustine and Calvin.’ By way 
of background he sketches in and dis- 
cusses the traditionally recognized types 
of evil, devoting a chapter to each, i.e. 
natural evil, moral eviland demonic evil. 
The book culminates in a confrontation 
between the Calvinistic conception of evil 
and the view Plantinga identifies as the 
prevailing liberal view in the Anglo- 
American world, namely, the Platonist 
tradition, which places the notion of evil 
as a lack or deprivation (sickness) over 
against the Calvinistic emphasis on evil as 
stemming from human depravity {sin}. 
The contrast is then driven home by 
means of selected issues in the fields of 
moral education and criminal justice. 





Prof. T. Plantinga 


The book's concluding chapter is en- 


| titled ‘Judgment and the Coming King- 


dom." Here Plantinga emphasizes that the 


| Christian life also calls for submission to 


God's judgment on man’s sin: we must 


learn to live with evil by accepting God's 
Sovereignty and the justice that comes to 
expression in his judgment on man. God's 
Kingdom will not be established without 
conflict and strife. 

Leaming to Live with Evil is Prof. Plan- 
tinga’s fifth book. His first, entitled Afis- 
torical! Understanding in the Thought of 
Wilhelm Dilthey, deals with issues in 
hermeneutics and philosophy of history 
as they arise in the German philosophical 
tradition. Rationale for a Christian College 
was written specifically for Redeemer Col- 
lege and explains certain fundamentals of 
Christian higher education in such a way 
that they can be understood by people 
who have not attended College. Warr for 


the Lord is a series of meditations on the 
Christian life, Reading the Bible as History 
iS an introduction to Bible reading in which | 
such themes as the covenant, redemptive 
history, progressive revelation, and 
eschatology are explained and related to 
one another. 

Prof. Plantinga teaches a two-term | 
course in Introduction to Philosophy, 
which is open to first-year students. In the 
coming academic year he will offer a 
course in philosophy of religion and a | 
course in nineteenth and twentieth cen- | 
tury philosophy. He is also the author of | 
many articles in Christian periodicals and 
serves as one of the editors of Christian 
Renewal. 





Redeemer College Student 
Council: 








Students’ Council: Front row left to mght): Pam Orost, Secretary (London); Harry Zantingh, President 


(Hamilton): Bruce Bos, Vice President (Oshawal: Ching Lheverdink, Treasurer (Lethbridge, Alta). 
Back row (left to night): Tammy Boor (Niagara-on-the-Lake); Gerard Kuntz (Rexdalel; Peter Wan 
Egmond (Mississauga): Annette Qosterhal (North Auguetal: Rese Lip (Grimeby). 


Harry Zantingh, President 
Redeemer College Student Council 


This year marks the beginning of some- 
thing new and exciting for all of us at Re- 
deemer; the start of a new Christian Col- 
lege. This year also marks the institution 
of Redeemer’s first student council elected 
by the students: nine of us who are excited 
and challenged by it. This Student Council 
will lay the groundwork for the years to 
come. We are all freshmen and it is a very 
differant experience for us. Throughout 
this year, we will learn much about what 
makes a college tick, especially with re- 
gard to the student life. 

The Student Council has its origin at the 
retreat Redeemer held in September for 
the faculty and students. Among the 
many decisions we made during that time, 
one was that we should have a student 
council and that it would consist of four 
executive positions and five members-at- 
large. The voting took place a few weeks 
after the school year began. Those elected 
to the executive were: President, Harry 
Zantingh of Smithville; Vice-President, 
Bruce Bos of Oshawa; Secretary, Pam 
Drost of London; and Treasurer, Chris 
Lieverdink of Lethbridge, Alberta. A week 
later the members-at-large were voted in. 
They were Annette Oosterhof of North 
Augusta, Peter Van Egmond of Missis- 
sauga, Gerard Kuntz of Rexdale; Tammy 
Boer of Niagara-on-the-Lake, and Rose Lip 
of Grimsby. All of these people are very 


talented, some with much experience in 
leading and organizing events for young 
people. 

What do we do? College life is more than 
going to class and doing homework; this 
life includes social activities which aid in 
developing us. We have activities to plan, 
a student lounge to decorate and furnish, 
problems to iron out and the task of creat- 
ing school spirit. Our goal is to create 
growth and fellowship with which we can 
serve each other and most of all, our Lord. 

Other committees have also been set up 
to help the Council do its work. The Athle- 
tic Council will be organizing most of the 
sports activities. There are people woark- 
ing on a yearbook and also those who will 
be putting together a school newspaper. 
We also have a school hockey team which 
is playing inalocal church hockey league. 

This coming year will require a lot of 
work, some rewarding and some not. 
Already many of the plans made in Sep- 
tember have been abandoned by the 
realization that college takes a lot of effort 
and time. However, we have also seen 
many things work out and will see much 
more. We will be going through many birth 
pains at this stage, but we are confident 
they willbe outgrown. 

As we, the Student Council, plan and 
work for the students, we ask that you will 
pray for us. We know that the Lord is our 
rock and our refuge, a firm foundation for 
Redeemer College and its Student Coun- 
cil. 











